Joelyn (“Jo”) Katherine Foy

I was born on August 30, 1951 in Houston, Texas.  My mother worked for Humble Oil and Refining Company (which became Esso and subsequently EXXON) until her retirement in 1981.  My grandmother was a home economics teacher.  My grandfather was a rancher in Wharton County, Texas and the President of the Louise State Bank.  My mother’s brother, Neal, was a contractor; Neal’s wife, Mary, lives in Sacramento, CA and their daughter, Cassie, lives at Incline Village, NV on Lake Tahoe.  My mother’s stepbrother, Charles, and his children, lived in Houston most of their lives.  My aunt Irene is 95 this year; my mother, 77; and my aunt Mary, 78.  I just turned 50, and this is my third Masters’ program.

I’ve always been a good student.  I graduated 147 in a class of 969 from Bellaire High School; two places out of honors.  In 1973 I graduated Summa Cum laude in Animal Science from Texas A&M University.  I was accepted to vet school, but dropped out within 6 months or so.  I joined a religious order, the Holy Order of MANS, in 1975; received life vows in 1976; and took a suspension from active service in 1981.  I graduated with a Master of Agriculture in Agricultural Education in May 1984 from Texas A&M University; and in December 1993, I received a Master of Science in Range Ecosystem Science from Colorado State University.

I have worked full-time for Texas A&M University since November 1994 as a Research Associate in Range Ecology.  Including my graduate work, I’ve been a systems ecologist for 10 years now.  In addition to my skills as a FORTRAN programmer and a statistician, I have learned HTML and created some websites.  I’ve dabbled with online presentations using free software, such as RealProducer and RealSlideShow; GiveMeTalk! Studio; and producing MP3 files for Radio365.  I also renewed my life vows on Thanksgiving 1999, was ordained into the priesthood on January 23, 2000 and ordained an independent bishop February 24, 2001.  In addition to producing presentations related to ecology and conservation, I would like to do ministry online.
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