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Weekly Summary Assignment:

This week we have discussed some of the issues that distance education has run into in the delivery of courses at all levels and in all applications. Of the work that you have reviewed this week and the issues we have discussed, what do you think you will be able to apply (through theory or implementation) to your current position*?

*If you are not in a current position to apply this knowledge, what would you like to do with it in the future?

My current position is ending September 30. I created an online tutorial for the SPUR ecosystem simulation model for another course (http://vernonrangecology.tripod.com/main/id6.html). This tutorial assisted me in orienting both my supervisor and another research associate in how to execute SPUR in the PC environment, calibrate the model for successive runs, and analyze the output using SAS statistical software. The tutorial was helpful in some ways and a hindrance in others. My research associate colleague (Steve) was able to use the tutorial fairly well to gain access to the most recently compiled version of SPUR and SAS programs. Steve executed the model, calibrated with new parameters, and executed again; using SAS to compare model output to actual data. My supervisor (Richard), on the other hand, was so challenged by the web interface and by the DOS environment that it served as a hindrance. I had to sit with Richard face-to-face for hours at a time just showing him how to move around in the DOS environment, edit text files, execute SPUR, run SAS, and interpret the analysis. Fortunately, however, Richard says he had a good experience with this approach.

In the future as I transition from science to education, I would like to develop online tutorials that are science-based. For instance, I have an interest in conservation, recycling, solar energy, wind power and other aspects of intentional living. In addition, Upward Bound is a program funded by the U.S. Department of Education that assists high school students. Students qualify by being children of parents who do not have an undergraduate degree. Upward Bound programs are primarily to follow these students through high school, their undergraduate degree, and if necessary, through a graduate degree to ensure their success. Saturday programs, special tutoring and financial aid counseling is available through Upward Bound programs. I will be applying for an Upward Bound position in Kansas and hope that I will get to create some online instructional materials. Many of the Upward Bound programs are in the disciplines of science and math.

The other area in which I am interested is spirituality. I am involved in a project right now where I am investigating the links between the chakra energy system of the human body, traditional vows taken by religious, ordinations (both minor and major orders), and the Kabala (Tree of Life). One of the way I intend to distribute this information in the form of ebooks available online through my website. Another project is to document from the late 1800’s to the present, the various spiritual teachers and how they have heralded or prepared us for the New Age, the Aquarian dispensation.

