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This week we have looked at Asynchronous technologies and the convenience/anonymity that they can offer.

Question:

With everything we have worked on this week, do you think that asynchronous technologies should be the basis for a distance education program, or should they just be a part of the overall program?

I think the answer to this question is a matter of learning style, finances, and learner preference.  Capella University offers online degrees with residency requirements; that is, students must travel to a specified location for a week at a time and participate in face-to-face classes.  Likewise, Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa offers doctor of ministry programs that are a mixture of online and face-to-face residency for a week at a time.  The online component utilizes Blackboard; all other communication between residencies is done by phone or by e-mail.

In the reading I did this week there still appears to be no significant difference in learning outcomes between traditional and online course formats.  However, there were preferences among traditional format learners for the classroom experience.  Those who preferred traditional classroom also wanted social interaction with their peers face-to-face.  Those who preferred the online format found that they were able to participate and be heard more effectively asynchronously.  I’ve heard the same comments in our class this week.  Some feel they are given extra time to think and respond; some would rather see the others’ faces or hear a tone of voice.

The financial issue is a large one, in my opinion.  Residency requirements involve a fee for the week's course, as well as, housing and transportation.  I don’t know if UoP fees are equivalent for equivalent credits earned.  But if I had to take a week off work to go attend a residence program, that would be difficult. As it is, I take a day here and a day there just to finish papers.  My pastor comes to our Board of Servants and requests to be absent for her residency requirements.  So far, we are not requiring she take vacation time because we consider her coursework professional development.  We are applying pastor education funds from previous years to this years costs for her books.  We believe this is reasonable because we will get the benefit in the long run.  It is like tuition assistance from a company.

So, yes, I believe asynchronous technologies can be the basis for a distance education program, but I believe some learners will choose a mixed program because of preference and learning style.

