Joelyn (“Jo”) Katherine Foy

I was born on August 30, 1951 in Houston, Texas.  My mother worked for Humble Oil and Refining Company (which became Esso and subsequently EXXON) until her retirement in 1981.  My grandmother was a home economics teacher.  My grandfather was a rancher in Wharton County, Texas and the President of the Louise State Bank.  My mother’s brother, Neal, was a contractor; Neal’s wife, Mary, lives in Sacramento, CA and their daughter, Cassie, lives at Incline Village, NV on Lake Tahoe.  My mother’s stepbrother, Charles, and his children, lived in Houston most of their lives.  My aunt Irene will be 96 this year; my mother, 78; and my aunt Mary, 79.  I turned 51 in Aug 2002, and this is my third Masters’ program.

I’ve always been a good student.  I graduated 147 in a class of 969 from Bellaire High School; two places out of honors.  In 1973 I graduated Summa Cum laude in Animal Science from Texas A&M University.  I was accepted to vet school, but dropped out within 6 months or so.  I joined a religious order, the Holy Order of MANS, in 1975; received life vows in 1976; and took a suspension from active service in 1981.  I graduated with a Master of Agriculture in Agricultural Education in May 1984 from Texas A&M University; and in December 1993, I received a Master of Science in Range Ecosystem Science from Colorado State University.

I worked full-time for Texas A&M University from November 1994 to September 2002 as a Research Associate in Range Ecology.  Including my graduate work, I was a systems ecologist for 10 years.  In addition to my skills as a FORTRAN programmer and a statistician, I learned HTML and created some websites.  I dabbled with online presentations using free software, such as RealProducer and RealSlideShow; GiveMeTalk! Studio; and producing MP3 files for Live365 (amateur Internet radio). In addition to producing presentations related to ecology and conservation, I do ministry online.  

I have purchased Macromedia Studio MX from the UoPhx Store, and before the end of our Capstone, I will purchase Adobe Acrobat 6.0 Professional.  My projects from EDTC 560 and 570 relate to applying the principles from THE FOUR AGREEMENTS (by Don Miguel Ruiz) to ordinary life.  I own and/or moderate several eGroups related to spiritual self-development.  During the Lent 2003 my partner, Mary, and I are designed and delivered a weekly Lenten study group.  Our study group included one person via simple e-mail and about 10 total through the two eGroups we own and moderate.  In addition, I uploaded some of the study materials to one of my websites.  I hope to get permission to post the group discussion to the website as well.  I kept a journal of the “ah-hah”s and noted how my experience teaching online confirmed (or not) our training here with UoPhx.

When my job ended in September 2002, my partner and I moved to Lawrence, Kansas.  I’ve worked as a Kelly Services temporary with Pearson Government Solutions since my second week in Lawrence.  I have received a government moderate security clearance, but was offered regular, full-time employment in a different department starting this week (May 5 2003).  There are future employment opportunities in educational technology at the University of Kansas and other community colleges in the Topeka-Lawrence-Kansas City area.  Kansas elected a new governor recently, and she is working hard to restore financial stability to higher education. I may also be able to teach at Haskell Indian Nations University or acquire a KS teaching certificate for K-12.

Future teaching opportunities online include developing and delivering both face-to-face and blended coursework through the Unity Church of Lawrence.  I’m working on instructional materials related to the chakra system.  For my Capstone project I am considering using some Unity materials to develop a course on Prosperity.  The copyright for the course materials belongs to a fellow who lives within an hour or so of Lawrence, and I may seek his permission to develop his written materials online.  My other option would be to continue with the development of my course on The Four Agreements.
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